A Serious-minded Chancellor

combat these all the better. The socialist was thus caught
in his own net, but the fact remains. And. on the first occasion
this party will resume all its audacity. "We're only at the
beginning yet and the socialists in Prussia on their first trials.
But progress won't be delayed.

Berlin, ijth December, 1910.

Parliament has risen for the Christmas holidays after having
voted our budget in far too great haste. You'll have been
able to read in the papers several of Bethmann's speeches.
All his words were excellent, although not possessing that
eloquence which transports the masses, and people are begin-
ning to appreciate him more. He is by far the most honest
and the most serious Chancellor we have had since Caprivi.
In one of his speeches he said that he didn't want exceptional
laws. The effect of his words was excellent in the ranks of
the Liberals, the Catholics, the Alsatians and the Poles. Up
till the present it has always been the opposite and Biilow
has much to answer for in this connection.

Berlin, 23 rd December, 1910.

You will have read all that's been happening between
Prince Max of Saxony and the Vatican. I believe the Prince
is a very pious and zealous man with the best intentions in
the world but he's not very intelligent and he's mixed himself
up in a very serious question without having sounded the
Vatican in advance. The present Pope is very intransigent
and the Prince has at least been lacking in tact towards him.
In France they are trying to solve the question of the Hrst
Communion and the Clergy are malcing arrangements to
put right a decree which according to them would produce
results the opposite of those desired by the Pope.

It appears here that a certain clique with Count Botho

142